BOYS'   WEEKLIES

that time they have ceased to take them seriously.
On the other hand, the boys at very cheap private
schools, the schools that are designed for people
who can't afford a public school but consider the
Council schools " common ", continue reading the
Gem and Magnet for several years longer,   A few
years ago I was a teacher at two of these schools
myself.   I found that not only did virtually all the
boys read the Gem and Magnet, but that they were still
talcing them fairly seriously when they were fifteen
or even sixteen.   These boys were the sons of shop-
keepers, office employees and small business and
professional men, and obviously it is this class that
the Gem and Magnet are aimed at.   But they are
certainly read by working-class boys as well.   They
are generally on sale in the poorest quarters of big
towns, and I have known them to be read by boys
whom one might expect to be completely immune
from public-school " glamour".    I have seen a
young coal-miner, for instance, a lad who had
already worked a year or two underground, eagerly
reading the Gem.   Recently I offered a batch of
English papers to some British legionaries of the
French Foreign Legion in North Africa;   they
picked out the Gem and Magnet first.   Both papers
are much read by girls,1 and the Pen Pals depart-
ment of the Gem shows that it is read in every
corner  of the  British   Empire,   by  Australians,

1 There are several corresponding girls' papers. The
Schoolgirl is companion-paper to the Magnet and has stories by
" Hilda Richards ". The characters are interchangeable to
some extent. Bessie Bunter, Billy Bunter's sister, figures in
the Schoolgirl.                            '
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